Invest in Kids Campaign
8 Questions for Election ‘08

1. Foster Care: Missouri has approximately 9,600 children in foster care. The State of Missouri is their parent
while a child is in foster care.'

What is your plan for providing adequately for Missouri’s foster children?

2. Adoption: On average there are between 1,800 and 1,900 children in foster care waiting for adoptive parents
each month??

What is your plan to encourage more adoptions in Missouri?

3. Youth Aging Out of Foster Care: According to a 2008 Citizens for Missouri’s Children report about 266 youth
age out of foster care each year.’

What is your plan to provide these youth with the resources they need to become productive citizens?

4. Early Childhood Care: Every day in Missouri, over 42,000 children receive child care services and many more
are left alone after school.*

What is your plan for supporting child care and keeping kids safe after school?

5. Foster Care & Education: Children in foster care are more likely to repeat grades, to be in special education,
and to leave school without a high school diploma.’

What is your plan to improve educational outcomes for youth in foster care?

6. Food Insecurity: Since January 2007, Missouri has over 13,000 more families relying on food stamps to
provide adequate nutrition to their children.® 36,000 more children are enrolled in the Federal Free and Reduced
Lunch Program since 2002.” Food prices have increased nearly 6% from a year ago.®

What are your plans to help families cope with high food prices?

7. Health Care Access: 127,000 Missouri children do not have health insurance.’

How do you propose to ensure that children grow up healthy and have access to comprehensive health care?

8. Housing Insecurity: Nearly 2 million American children will lose their homes due to the current foreclosure
crisis — and these children are more likely to do poorly in school."

How do you propose to help Missouri children remain in their homes?
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